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Тексты для аудирования 

NB! (необходимо запись включить дважды во всех заданиях)  

Task 1 (4 min 19 sec)  

Script 

 

Narrator: You will hear an interview with a teenager called Diana Hollingsworth about 

the ‘Good News Project’. For questions 1-7 choose the best answer (A, B or C). 

Interviewer We all like to complain that there seems to be nothing but bad news when we turn 

on the TV or open the newspaper but do we ever think of doing something about it? One person 

who has decided to do just that is 16-year-old Diana Hollingsworth who is here with me today to 

tell us all about her ‘Good News Project’. Diana, welcome. Tell us, just what is the Good News 

Project? 

Diana The Good News Project is exactly what its name suggests. It’s a project to hunt down and 

report stories that will make us feel happy about the world that we live in. We have links with 

the local newspaper and radio station and, if they like our stories, they will make sure our story 

gets into the news. We’re also hoping to get involved with local TV, but as of yet, that hasn’t 

happened. 

Interviewer And how did you come up with the idea?  

Diana Well, as you said in your introduction, I was tired of seeing nothing but bad news on the 

telly but I was even more tired of hearing people complaining about this and I thought to myself, 

‘I can do something about this.’ I was the editor of the school magazine so I decided that the next 

issue would contain nothing but good news. I also used the magazine to explain my idea to pupils. 

I was amazed by the response I got. Loads of them came forward with stories. That’s when I 

thought I could do more. 

Interviewer And what was the next step? 

Diana My mum has a friend on the local newspaper and she arranged for me to meet her. I took 

along some of the stories that I’d been given by people at school and explained my idea to her. 

She loved the idea and said that each week they would publish one of our stories to see how the 

public 

responded to the idea. It was such a success that after a few months we were publishing around 

five stories in each edition and that’s when the radio station got involved. 

Interviewer The radio? Tell us more. 

Diana The producer of the radio station had seen our stories in the newspaper and really liked 

the 

idea of doing something similar. I had a meeting with him and he asked if each morning we could 

produce one ‘feel-good’ story that they could broadcast at the end of their news bulletins. Of 

course, I said yes, even though it meant quite a bit of extra work. But the best thing is that he lets 

me read out the story. So every evening I have to record a story and send it in to the station. 

Interviewer It sounds like you’re quite busy. 

Diana I am. I mean I don’t do all the work myself. I have a team of reporters who find the stories 

but I’m the one who makes the final decision as to which stories we’re going to pass on to the 

paper and the radio. It’s actually quite a bit of responsibility because you need to be sure that the 

stories are 100% true, which can be difficult. It’s probably the toughest part of the job. 

Interviewer So, tell us more about your reporters. Are they all young people like yourself? 

Diana Most of them are. Most of them are pupils from our school but actually anyone can get in 

touch and send in a story. They can do it just once or they can contribute regularly. And they 

don’t have to write the story. I’m happy to do that if I have all the facts. The only thing we ask 

any potential contributor is that they can prove their story is true and, of course, the story has to 

be uplifting. We can’t forget that. 

Interviewer And finally - can you give us some examples of the types of story you report on? 
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Diana Oh my goodness. Where do I start? Animals always make good stories. Animals doing 

funny things, people finding their lost cats, that sort of thing. We also have lots of stories about 

people doing amazing things to raise money for charities. Sport is also a good area. We had a 

story the other day about an 82-year-old man who still plays football every week. The stories can 

be about anything and everything. Well, that’s not quite true. We avoid religion and politics 

completely. They’re subjects that will always get you into trouble. 

Interviewer Diana, it’s been a pleasure. Thank you so much for telling us all about the ‘Good 

News Project’ and good luck for the future. 

Diana You’re welcome and thanks for having me. 

 

 

Task 2 (3 min 13 sec.)  

Script 

In 1977 two unmanned spaceships, Voyager I and II, were launched from Earth to explore the 

giant planets of Saturn and Jupiter. After they had successfully completed their mission, they 

continued their journey deeper into space to explore the outer planets of our solar system. From 

August 2012, Voyager I and II entered an area called interstellar space. No other object has ever 

travelled further from our planet. 

Before the spaceships were launched into the sky, the scientists placed large metal discs in each 

one. On these discs were recordings and photographs of life on Earth. They were chosen by a 

special committee headed by the famous astronomer Carl Sagan. The idea behind them was that if 

the Voyagers should come across any alien life-forms, the data on the discs would educate them 

about the human race. 

So, what did the committee decide to put on the discs? What was it that they decided would best 

represent our planet? The first thing you’d want to say to any extra-terrestrial life form would 

naturally be ‘hello’, so greetings in 55 languages were recorded and put on the disc from [sound 

clip of Akkadian language] which translates into English as ‘may all be very well’ in the ancient 

Akkadian language to [sound clip of Wu language] which means ‘Best wishes to you all’ in the 

Wu language of Shanghai. 

After the greetings, Sagan decided to include audio clips of sounds from Earth. These included 

sounds like a crying baby being comforted by its mother, a train, footsteps, a heartbeat, and wild 

dogs. 

Next to be recorded were extracts of music to show any extraterrestrial life-forms the creative side 

of the human race. The selections were mainly classical with some traditional songs from different 

cultures and a little rock and roll. 

Finally, 115 photographs and diagrams were added to the disc to give aliens an idea of what we 

all look like and how our world works. The discs also include instructions on how to play them. 

So what would any alien life form make of us if they should ever encounter either of the Voyager 

space-craft? What kind of message have we sent about ourselves? Well, it’s estimated that it will 

be around 40,000 years before Voyager passes through the next planetary system so it could be 

quite a long wait until we find out. 

 

 


